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In the news 


E Lauren Doppke, 11, be- 
gan screaming when her 
10-year-old brother, P.J., 
was swept into a rain-filled 
drainage pipe in Burr Ridge, 
Ill., drawing a crowd that 
later stood in amazement 
as PJ. walked up the street 
from a nearby creek into 
which the pipe emptied and 
he was able to swim to land. 


E Lee Greenwood, a Man- 
hattan lawyer, said the mis- 
take has happened before 
“but certainly not at this 
level” after he received a 
birthday tweet from Pres- 
ident Donald Trump that 
was intended for singer Lee 
Greenwood, known for his 
song “God Bless the USA.” 


E Maico Rosado Jr., 21, 
faces up to 15 years in pris- 
on after pleading guilty to a 
series of armed break-ins in 
Allentown, Pa., in which he 
took, among other things, a 
restaurant’s keepsake dollar 
and a houseplant he mistak- 
enly thought was marijuana. 


E Shannon Dildine, a for- 
mer South Carolina police 
officer, will get $55,000 to 
settle a wrongful-termina- 
tion lawsuit filed after he 
was fired for posting online 
a photo of himself wearing 
Confederate flag underwear 
days after nine worshippers 
were killed at a Charleston 
church. 


E Donna Dixon, 56, who 
has taught for eight years 
at a school for children 
with disabilities in Pensac- 
ola, Fla., was charged with 
child cruelty after sheriff’s 
deputies said she lifted the 
desk of a Down syndrome 
student, spilling the child to 
the floor. 


E Jacobo Orellana-Es- 
trada, 21, pleaded guilty to 
federal smuggling charges 
after he arrived in Newark, 
NJ., on a flight from Gua- 
temala with what appeared 
to be six small layer cakes 
in his luggage that turned 
out to be packages of heroin 
coated in chocolate. 


E Marlene Schiappa, 
France’s gender equality 
minister, said she will in- 
vestigate whether a new 
dating site called “Rich- 
meetbeautiful,” which 
links students and wealthy 
“sugar daddies” and “sugar 
mamas” able to subsidize 
their studies, violates pros- 
titution laws. 


H J.T. Findlay, a West Vir- 
ginia State Police first ser- 
geant, said the search was 
on for inmate Todd Boyles, 
43, who had been gone from 
a regional jail in Charleston 
for two days before guards 
discovered he had escaped. 


Hi Jeremy Van Ert, 38, of 
Marshfield, Wis., got locked 
inside a convenience store’s 
beer cooler and, rather than 
call for help, he decided to 
stay overnight and down a 
beer and three malt bever- 
ages before he was noticed 
the next morning and store 
workers unlocked the door 
to let him out. 


WEATHER 
LITTLE ROCK 
Today Sunny and cool. 
High 53, winds 
northwest at 5 
to 15 mph. 
Tonight Clear 
and cold. 
Low 32. 
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GDP 


The U.S. economy grew at a 3 
percent annual rate in the third 
quarter of 2017. 

GDP represents the total dollar 
value of all goods and services 
produced over a specific period 
of time. 

PERCENT CHANGE FROM 
PRECEDING QUARTER 


4% 


SOURCE: Department of Commerce 
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Growth 
of GDP 
hits 3% 
for 3Q 


Solid pace buoys 
tax-plan backers 


HEATHER LONG 
THE WASHINGTON POST 

WASHINGTON — The 
U.S. economy expanded at 
a 3 percent annualized rate 
between July and Septem- 
ber, advancing President 
Donald Trump’s goal of 
faster economic growth and 
potentially providing a tail 
wind to Republican efforts 
to overhaul the tax code. 

The robust pace of eco- 
nomic growth defied an- 
alysts’ expectations that 
activity might slow in the 
third quarter because of 
Hurricane Harvey. This 
marks the second quarter 
of above-trend growth for 
Trump, after the economy 
expanded at a annualized 
pace of 3.1 percent in the 
spring, the Bureau of Eco- 
nomic Analysis reported 
Friday. 

Combined with a strong 
labor market and record 
highs in the stock market 
— the Standard & Poor’s 
500 index is up 15 percent 
year to date — the economy 
is proving to be an ally of 
a president who is other- 
wise suffering from unusu- 
ally low approval numbers 
and political conflicts. But 
opinions vary greatly over 
whether Trump should 
take credit for the uptick in 
growth. 

“He gets zero credit be- 
cause he hasn’t done any- 
thing. There’s been zero 
change in economic poli- 
cy,” said Mark Zandi, chief 
economist at Moody’s Ana- 
lytics, a research firm. “This 
uptick is happening across 
the globe. It’s not just the 
US? 

Conservatives, however, 
point out that Trump has 
dramatically scaled back 
regulations on businesses, 
which is helping to spur 

See GDP, Page 3A 


School Board in NLR 
reverses appointment 


New member found ineligible for seat 


CYNTHIA HOWELL 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

The North Little Rock 
School Board voted Friday to 
rescind the Oct. 12 appoint- 
ment of R. Hannah Cham- 
bers to the board and will 
now leave it to the Pulaski 
County Quorum Court to fill 
the vacant Zone 5 seat. 

The confusion surround- 
ing Chambers’ appointment 
to represent a school elec- 
tion zone in which she does 
not reside generated two 
special School Board meet- 
ings on Friday, an apology 
from an Arkansas School 
Boards Association attorney 
and a board redo of a vote 
to give $2,500 bonuses to all 
district employees. 


pain acts to crush secession 


AP/EMILIO MORENATTI 


J After vote, 


Catalonia’s 
leaders fired 


COMPILED BY 
DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF 
FROM WIRE REPORTS 

BARCELONA, Spain 
— Spain fired Catalonia’s 
regional government and 
dissolved its parliament on 
Friday after a Catalan dec- 
laration of independence 
that flouted the country’s 
constitution. 

Lawmakers in the Cata- 
lan parliament voted to uni- 
laterally declare indepen- 
dence, prompting the swift 
crackdown by the Spanish 
government, which also 
called an early election in 
the region. 

Hours after Catalonia’s 
secession move, the Spanish 
Senate granted the govern- 
ment special constitutional 
powers to stop the wealthy 
region’s move toward inde- 
pendence. 

Spanish Prime Minister 
Mariano Rajoy’s conserva- 
tive government then called 
an urgent Cabinet meeting 
late Friday, after which Ra- 
joy emerged to announce 


Pro-secession demonstrators celebrate Friday in Barcelona, watching on a big-screen television as the emergency measures, 
Catalonia’s parliament votes to unilaterally declare independence from Spain. 


FEMA disavows 
$300M contract 


Puerto Rican utility says no 
down payment a key factor 


AP/The Rochester Post-Bulletin/ANDREW LINK 


Kenley Schmidt of Rochester, Minn., goes on his morning run 
Friday through the state’s first snow of the season. Much of Min- 
nesota was hit in the unusually early start for winter weather, 
and a truck driver was killed when his rig skidded off a bridge 
near Duluth, officials said. 


COMPILED BY 
DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF 
FROM WIRE REPORTS 


WASHINGTON — The 
Federal Emergency Man- 
agement Agency and Trump 
administration officials on 
Friday said they had no in- 
volvement in the decision to 
award a $300 million con- 
tract to help restore Puerto 
Rico’s power grid to a tiny 
Montana company from In- 
terior Secretary Ryan Zinke’s 
hometown. 

The White House said 


See SPAIN, Page 7A 


federal officials played 
no role in the selection of 
Whitefish Energy Holdings 
by the Puerto Rico Electric 
Power Authority. 

The administration dis- 
avowed the contract amid a 
growing number of investi- 
gations and a bipartisan cho- 
rus of criticism from Capitol 
Hill. 

The interior secretary al- 
so issued a denial on Twitter, 
saying “Only in elitist Wash- 
ington, D.C., would being 

See CONTRACT, Page 7A 


Outcome-based funding OK’d for colleges 


Higher-ed board approves policies to reward degree, certificate completion rates 


AZIZA MUSA 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

MOUNTAIN HOME — 
Come July, Arkansas will 
fund its public colleges and 
universities using a new 
method, one that focuses 
on students progressing and 
completing certificate and 
degree programs. 

Three policies — one 
governing how Arkansas 
will fund its 22 public com- 


munity colleges, another for 
the state’s 11 public universi- 
ties and a third on how the 
funds will be distributed to 
the schools — got their final 
approval from the Arkansas 
Higher Education Coordi- 
nating Board on Friday. The 
funding changes — from one 
based largely on enrollment 
to one based on student suc- 
cess — are the first in more 
than a decade. 


The board voted 4-0 Fri- 
day evening in support of the 
bonus that will be distribut- 
ed Nov. 22. 

The newly appointed 
Chambers had participat- 
ed in the board’s Oct. 19 
votes approving bonuses for 
state-licensed employees and 
support staff. While the vote 
for the support staff bonus 
was unanimous in its sup- 
port, the first vote on the 
bonus for the certified staff 
was divided. It was recorded 
as 4-3 in favor of the bonus, 
including a no vote by board 
member Darrell Montgom- 
ery, who was actually out of 
the room at the time of the 


vote. idential election. 


See SEAT, Page 2A 


Maria Markham, direc- 
tor of the state Department 
of Higher Education, said 
Friday that department offi- 
cials are excited to have got- 
ten through the final hoop. 
The state is hopeful that the 
changes are just “one of many, 
many pieces of a puzzle” that 
will help Arkansas, which has 
historically ranked in the bot- 
tom tiers compared with oth- 
er states in the percentage of 


Election violence ignites anew 


A man battles a fire Friday in Nairobi, Kenya, that was set as supporters of opposition presiden- 
tial candidate Raila Odinga clashed with police. Fears of new violence prompted the country’s 
election commission to postpone voting in some opposition strongholds in today’s repeat pres- 


its adults with high-demand 
certificates and degrees, she 
said. 

“Weve been 49th for far 
too long,” she said. “The 
definition of insanity is do- 
ing something the same way 
and expecting a different re- 
sult. So, it’s time for us to do 
something in a different way 
in hopes of getting a different 
result.” 

See COLLEGES, Page 3A 
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